Dear Friend of the Elijah School,

I am happy to share with you some of our recent news, although unfortunately not all items in the present update are happy. As always, I look forward to hearing from you.

Alon Goshen-Gottstein

Director

The Elijah School
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1.      The Elijah School announces with sorrow the passing away of Prof. Evgeny Torchinov and sends condolences to his family. Many of you remember Evgeny from his participation in the 1999 summer school on mystical prayer. Evgeny was a Professor of Buddhism and Chinese religions at St. Petersburg University. His keen interest in all matters religious and interreligious and his deep warmth and personability will remain part of our memory of him. I last saw Evgeny at the Paris Buddhist-Muslim Dialogue, co-sponsored by the Elijah School. Little did I realize he would be taken from us so soon. He died of a massive heart attack in his early 50s and was cremated in St. Petersburg.

2.      Despite the slight delay, I would also like to take this opportunity to mention the Paris program, at which I saw Evgeny last. On May 5-8, a Buddhist-Muslim dialogue was held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris. As a UNESCO chair in interreligious studies, the Elijah School had the privelege of co-sponsoring the event, together with the Museum of World Religions in Taiwan and the Global Family for Love and Peace (The US outreach body of the museum). 

        The meeting was the third in a series of meetings bringing together prominent Buddhist and Muslim thinkers. Particpants included Dharma Master Hsin-Tao from Taiwan, Indonesian Ex-President Abdurrahman Wahid, Chandra Muzaffar from Malaysia, Sulak Sivaraksa, the great Thai religious-social reformer, Simon Guerrand-Hermes of the Hermes-Guerrand Peace Foundation and many other muslim and buddhist participants.  The meeting was dedicated to the themes of global ethics and good governance. In supplement to the theme of the conference, panels were devoted to the themes of religion and violence and of  Peace Education. A summary of conference proceedings, prepared by the Global Family for Love and Peace is available. Please let us know if you wish to receive it.

3.      The seventh annual Elijah Summer School program took place in Jerusalem, July 27-August 6.  The program, devoted to the theme of leadership and authority in world religions, took place with the support of the Abraham Fund and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.  A broad range of Arab and Jewish participants took part in a week of  lectures, study, visits to holy places, and meetings with religious leaders and communities.  This year’s participants included members of several peace organizations, who benefited from the opportunity to gain an in depth understanding of religion and to consider the implications of the comparative study of religion and of interfaith dialogue to their peace work. 

         Program faculty included Professors Marcia Hermansen of Loyola University Chicago, William Thompson Uberuaga of Duqusene University and Alon Goshen-Gottstein of the Elijah School. This is the second year in which the Elijah School has geared its summer program to Israeli Jewish and Arab participants, in collaboration with the Yesodot Program, which brings together Jewish and Arab educators. Participants included a significant number of Elijah alumni, indicating the continued interest in quality academic interfaith dialogue.  

        Religious leaders included Chief Rabbi of Haifa, Shear Yashuv Cohen, Archbishop Boutrous Moualem of the Melkite Church in the Galilee, and Bishop Aris Sivanarian of the Jerusalem Armenian Patriarchate. Audio recordings of the summer school lectures are currently being edited. We hope they will be available, along with lectures from previous years, at the Elijah website, which will be undergoing a major overhaul in the near future.

4.      The second part of the Summer Program was a four day conference addressing the theme of “Authority, Leadership and the Quest for Peace”, held at the Konrad Adenauer Conference Center in Jerusalem, in partnership with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.  Since a detailed conference program was sent out to members of our mailing list not long ago, I will not repeat the conference program here.  

        The conference was very well attended despite taking place in August.  Highlights included a panel of religious leaders interviewed by members of the press, a panel exploring differences between the different Jewish denominations, and an extensive discussion of mysticism and its potential implications to our theme. Like the first part of our Summer Program, conference lectures will be edited and an audio edition will be made available.

5.      Rabbi Joel Berman has served faithfully as Elijah’s administrator for the past three years. He has recently accepted a position as a Rabbi at a conservative congregation in Youngston, Ohio, where he will be moving for a number of years with his family.  I wish to take this opportunity to thank Joel for his years of dedicated work and loyal friendship.  We hope the transition will be one of growth in many respects.  Joel will be replaced by David Kellen, a graduate student in peace studies at the Hebrew University. 

As always, I look forward to hearing from you.

With best wishes,

Alon Goshen-Gottstein

