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Dear Friend of the Elijah Interfaith Institute,
It is our pleasure to present you with the latest, special issue of our Wisdom e-newsletter.  Inside you will find:
•
News Update – Elijah Enters its Second Decade of Work
•
Sharing Reflections – Sharing Wisdom
We hope you enjoy the newsletter, and we look forward to hearing         from you.  If you have trouble viewing this newsletter in your email browser, please click here to see it online.  
With prayers for peace,
The Elijah Interfaith Institute
P.S.  If you no longer would like to receive our newsletter, please reply       to this e-mail address with “remove me” in the subject line.  
News Update – Elijah Enters its Second Decade of Work: Looking Towards 2007 
_________________________________________________________  
Dear Friends of Elijah,

This is a very exciting moment in Elijah's development. As I look towards the coming year's activities, I feel a great sense of joy at what has been accomplished and at what is planned for the coming year, tinged with awe at the work that lies ahead and that remains to be realized. Allow me to share some of these exciting prospects with you. As I imagine most of you are aware, Elijah is constructed in three tiers - The Elijah Board of World Religious Leaders, the Elijah Interfaith Academy and the Elijah   Educational Network. I shall follow Elijah's threefold structure in the present sharing.

1. The Elijah Educational Network - Let me begin with the Network, the [image: image2.jpg]


youngest element of Elijah's organizational structure and therefore the one that holds the greatest promise for immediate development. Elijah is currently poised for launching the   Elijah Educational Network across North America. We have accomplished several important steps towards this:

A. As recently reported, we have [image: image3.jpg]


completed the study units: "Viewing   the Other - From Hostility to Hospitality", presenting the perspectives of five religious traditions on their attitudes to other religions. The study   units feature primary texts, discussion questions and an essay (abridged from the work of the Interfaith Academy Think Tank on "Hostility, Hospitality and the Hope of Human Flourishing"). They can sustain a   year's worth of discussions of a local interfaith community council, or of a local coalition of local houses of worship or other educational institutions. 

B. We are close to completing our pilot project with these study units in Montreal. The Montreal Interfaith Committee has been working with     Elijah staff on testing our study units. The group has been meeting for  many years, and has apparently felt a need for greater focus and direction  in their work. The study units have provided them with a focus and with content that has allowed for unprecedented engagement between members of the group, representing the different Montreal faith communities. The monthly meetings held in Montreal suggest that we are meeting a very particular need of the interfaith community by making such materials available. Our experience in Montreal is hugely encouraging for the prospect and the overall import of the Network project.

C. Following an extensive search, we have identified moderators for running the Educational Network program in thirty major North American (USA and Canada) cities. All moderators are academically trained specialists in religion, with experience and interest in this kind of work. 

Elijah is thus poised for the launch of the Educational Network in North America. This could be an important breakthrough in the field of interfaith education on the community level, bringing materials prepared by the Elijah Interfaith Academy to the congregational level and in the service of other interfaith organizations and coalitions. There is, alas, only one factor that is still not in place that is needed for the launch. We are still working on obtaining the financial means, necessary for this launch. Along with   your prayers, we would also be grateful for suggestions of possible   sources of support for this project on local community levels, throughout North America.

2. The Elijah Interfaith Academy - Several exciting projects await us.      Here are some of the highlights:

A. Globalizing Wisdom - The next Elijah think tank process will be devoted    to exploring the ethics of sharing wisdom between different traditions. A paraphrase of a statement of one of the members of Elijah's Board of     World Religious Leaders, found below, provides the initial impetus for   this project. A group of scholars representing Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Buddhism will reflect on how and whether wisdom can and should be shared between the different religious traditions. As a particular case in point, we will be studying the themes of love and forgiveness. Are understandings of these two notions culture-specific       and can they be shared across religious traditions? We thus hope to make    a contribution to two important conversations - on wisdom and on love   and forgiveness, through the work of this think tank. The think tank will meet in the spring and present its work to the Board of World Religious Leaders in the fall.

B. Muslim Theology of World Religions. We are delighted to announce the receipt of a major grant from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund to help    advance one of the tracks of reflection we have launched on the theme of "Contemporary Theologies of World Religions". Different religions are called to reflect upon their attitudes to other religions and to find fresh ways of articulating their fundamental positions, in light of contemporary concerns. The grant was received for a multi year project of helping develop a Muslim theology of other religions. The first major meeting is scheduled to take place in Morocco this coming May.

C. Jewish Theology of World Religions. Following the successful conference     we held in Scranton last year, several projects of publication are in the works, in English and in Hebrew. A series of courses is planned at the      end of the academic year and during the summer in a number of New    York based seminaries. These seminaries recognize the importance for the formation of future rabbis of incorporating issues relating to attitudes to other religions in their curriculum. We will be offering courses at       Yeshiva Chovevei Torah, Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

3. The Board of World Religious Leaders will hold its next meeting in North India late November. The meeting will be hosted by Bhai Shaib Mohinder Singh in Amritsar, and tentatively also by His Holiness the    Dalai Lama in Dharamsala. 

More news and updates will follow in upcoming communications. 

I ask for your prayers for all these projects. It means a lot to me and to        all of the Elijah staff to know that we have a (multi) faithful community       of people behind us who believe in our work and wish to see it flourish. May God bless our work.
Alon Goshen-Gottstein
Sharing Reflections – Sharing Wisdom
_________________________________________________________  

At the recently held conference "Religions after September 11", Elijah Board member, His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar (pictured at left) posed a question, paraphrased as follows:  "We live in a globalized world. We eat food that comes from other cultures. We enjoy the music of other cultures. We travel to other places. Why can we not also share the wisdom of our traditions? I invite scholars of religion to reflect on the task, possibilities and processes involved in the sharing of wisdom across different traditions". The Elijah Interfaith Academy has chosen to respond to this challenge. Sharing wisdom has been at the forefront of the Elijah vision, since its inception a decade ago. The original institutional title was "The Elijah School for the Study of Wisdom in World Religions" and even the present section of the newsletter is titled in relation to wisdom. We are happy to take up the call. Our deliberations this coming year will be devoted to this question. 
The Elijah Interfaith Institute

10 Caspi Street

93554, Jerusalem

Israel
The Elijah Interfaith Institute is a 501© (3) organization.  All donations are US tax-exempt. 
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