==========================================

NEWS FROM THE ELIJAH INTERFAITH INSTITUTE

==========================================

May 20, 2004 

Dear Friend of the Elijah Interfaith Institute,

I am happy to share with you some recent news from the Elijah Interfaith Institute.  In this issue of our newsletter, you’ll find

1. First World Congress of Imams and Rabbis for Peace

2. Elijah Institute to be showcased at the Parliament of World Religions

3. Notes from the Advisory Board meeting in London

Thank you for your continuing interest in the work of the Elijah 

Interfaith Academy.

From Jerusalem,

Rabbi Dr. Alon Goshen Gottstein

Director

The Elijah Interfaith Institute
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1. The First World Congress of Imams and Rabbis for Peace - Elijah is playing a pivotal role in the preparation of this meeting, the largest Jewish-Muslim summit meeting ever. The Congress will take place at the beginning of June in Morocco under the patronage of King Muhammad VI. It is designed to allow Judaism and Islam to address each other as religious
entities, in an attempt to correct the damage to their relations caused
by political conflicts in the Middle East. The meeting will be attended by some of the highest-ranking figures of both religions. A list of participants can be found on the website of the organization that has been the driving force behind the initiative and that has entrusted the Elijah Institute with the responsibility of designing the Congress's program.
www.hommesdeparole.org

As part of our efforts in coordinating and executing the meeting’s program, the Elijah Institute formed a Jewish-Muslim think-tank, which authored a paper entitled "Judaism and Islam: Directions for Dialogue, Collaboration and Mutual Recognition."  The paper, written by Professors Paul Ballanfat of the University of Lyon (Muslim), Paul Fenton of the Sorbonne (Jewish), and myself (Jewish), maps out key issues in Jewish-Muslim relations and provides a platform for future conversations between the religions. It has enjoyed very favorable responses from Jewish and Muslim participants. It can be read in English (the original), French, Hebrew and Arabic. If you would like a copy, please contact the Elijah office at admin@elijah.org.il.

Given the importance of the meeting in Morocco and the current difficult political climate, we ask for your prayers for the success of the meeting.

2. The work of the Elijah Institute will be showcased in Barcelona, Spain. We have received an invitation to present the work of the Institute at the Third Parliament of World Religions in July.  The Institute’s will employ the same think tank that addressed the Meeting of World Religious Leaders (see link below) to address the theme of "The Crisis of the Holy."  Scholars from five different religions will examine commonalities in how different religions address the issue and share survival strategies for facing the challenges posed to religions by contemporary life. Conversations start with the presentation of positions of individual religions and the move to a broader interreligious dialogue, culminating in an interreligious-secular dialogue on the subject.  We are also considering holding a one-week seminar on the topic prior to the start of the Parliament. Tentative dates are June 28 to July 6.  If you are planning to attend the Parliament and are interested in this program, please let us know. A more detailed announcement will follow in the coming days.

The Meeting of World Religious Leaders:

http://www.elijah.org.il/boardofworldreligiousleaders/seville2003.shtml

3. Administrative and dialogue program in London - From May 1-3, the Institute Advisory Board held a small meeting in London.  As part of the program, we held a series of dialogue activities in which members of London's interfaith community and other friends of Elijah took part. Three program highlights were:


A.  A Jewish-Muslim conversation in anticipation of the upcoming Congress in Morocco.  Held at the home of Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, the conversation was attended by more than 50 local participants. One of the key themes to emerge from the conversation was the importance of immigrant experience as a factor to be considered in contemporary Jewish-Muslim relations.


B. "The Crisis of the Holy" conversation. In anticipation of our
think-tank addressing the issue, we asked several friends of the Institute to contribute their thoughts on the subject. We were able to explore the significance of the theme and of how it is conceptualized in the different religions. We are grateful to Professors Jonathan Webber (Birmingham University), Rajini Pani (Long Island University), Mahinda Deegale (Bath Spa University) and Dan Hardy (Cambridge University) for their contributions to the conversation. 

Some questions that arose during the discussion:


--“To what extent should one speak of a contemporary crisis of the holy, or has "the holy" always been in crisis, on account of human nature?”
--”Can traditions that do not attach the same weight to "the holy" conceptualize the problem in the same way as Abrahamic faiths?”

--“How can art mediate the crisis of the holy?”
We look forward to further reflections on this theme in Barcelona

C.  Mel Gibson's "The Passion of Christ". We viewed the movie as a group of interreligious scholars and then conducted a conversation on it from the perspective of religion and art. The conversation was moderated by Jane Clements of the Council for Christians and Jews, who also provided helpful background materials. While a detailed report on this conversation is beyond the scope of a newsletter, I would like to share with you one conclusion of the discussion and one impression to answer the unstated query of some of the readers.

1. One finds in the movie what one brings to it and what one expects to find in it. It is as much a mirror as it is a projection.

2. As a Jewish observer, I personally was not impressed by what I perceived as anti-Semitism in the movie.  Sadly, and this too is only a personal statement, I was not very impressed by the movie in any other way either.

